
EFFECTIVE STUDY ABROAD 

PROGRAMS FOR STUDENTS IN 

ELEMENTARY TO HIGH SCHOOL

Chiachyi Chiu
St. Andrew’s School

Middletown, DE

ACTFL

November 19, 2016, Boston

1



Key Features of the program

• Grade level: high school, 9th-12th

• Proficiency level: Nov-Mid to Int-Mid

• Trip destinations: Beijing (two weeks),  

Xi’an (four days),

Shanghai/Suzhou (three days)

• Partnerships created: 

Civil Aviation Management Institute of 

China (中国民航管理干部学院)

• Costs and funding： $3,300 (Plus 1,800 airfare)
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Theme: Let’s Go!

Going Places with Chinese!

Enduring Understanding:
• Students will understand that study abroad is a 

great opportunity for authentic learning 

experiences that open the doors to a wider world 

and bridge cultures and people. 

• They will also understand that language and 

culture of a community reflect the dynamic 

interactions of people, geography, lifestyle, and 

history, among other factors. 
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Theme: Let’s Go!

Going Places with Chinese!

Essential Questions:
• How can I use China and my study abroad as a 

resource and laboratory for learning in general? 

• Where can my Chinese language take me?

• In what way is a country’s language influenced by 

its people, geography, lifestyle, and history? 

• In what way is its culture influenced by these 

factors?  
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At the end of this program, students can:

• Investigate the world: (1) compare school systems 

between their own and Chinese schools and; (2) talk 

about history and geography of selected Chinese cities 

and provinces.

• Recognize Perspectives: understand and tell others 

about Chinese and American ways of life.

• Communicate ideas: talk about topics related to 

Chinese educational system, daily life, geography, and 

culture. 
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Pre-Trip 
Planning

Recruitment

Logistical 
planning 

Fund-
raising

Academic 
planning

passports, 
visas, & 

insurances



Fund-raising: 

$5,000.00
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During-
Study 

Abroad

Where 
we stay

What we 
do

Where we 
go

Making 
new 

friends

Collecting 
information



Planning for “in China”: 

Bring a language classroom to life.

• Design activities that provide students with 

the opportunities to learn, practice, and use a 

variety of language skills in context. 

Language partners

Cultural classes

Community Service learning

Journaling

Web blogs
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Language skills needed: Interpersonal

• Greeting

• Self introduction/Get to know your language partner

• Maintaining conversation with language partner

• Asking for help

• Asking for direction

• Bargaining in the market

• Taking bus/taxi/subway

• Ordering in restaurant

• Having conversations with local Chinese middle school 

students

• Having conversations with kids in the orphanage
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Language skills needed: Interpretive

• In class reading text

• Read street signs

• Recognize store signs

• Read map

• Read menu

• Read brochure of sight-seeing places

• Read children’s books

• Listen to music

• Watch TV programs
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Language skills needed: Presentational

• Sing songs at Karoke OK

• Write calligraphy

• Water brush Chinese painting

• Paper-cutting

• Chinese gong-fu

• Taiji

• Write daily blog
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Language partners
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• Learners are involved in 

authentic tasks.



Language partners
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• Learners interact in the target language with an 

authentic audience.



Language partners
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• Learners are exposed to 

and are encouraged to 

produce varied and 

creative language.



Culture Class
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Learners have 

enough time 

and feedback.



Culture Class
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• Learners are guided 

to attend mindfully to 

the learning process.



Community Service 
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• Learners have 

opportunities to interact 

socially and negotiate 

meaning.



Visit local middle 

school
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• Learners work in an 

atmosphere with an 

ideal stress/anxiety 

level.



Accomplishment
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• Learner autonomy is supported.
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Post-Study 
Abroad

Present 
to my 

families

Present 
to my 
school

Send 
thank-you 

cards

Keep in 
touch with 

my Chinese 
friends

Continue 
my study of 

Chinese



Students’ post-study abroad’ assessment and 

reflections include: 

Assessment: 
• Design brochure to introduce different cities in China for 

their friends

• Make an in-class presentation about the study abroad 

project

• Hold a presentation contest at the school assembly

Reflection was: 

• Shared on the school website 
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http://saschinatrip2013.wordpress.com/
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PPT Presentation Contest
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Grant form Overseas Chinese Affairs Commission 侨委会



Sample Student Presentation
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Sample of Student‘s Brochure
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Brochure
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Outcome

Learners:

• Explore China and gain understanding of
Chinese cultures

• Speaking and listening skills improved

• Compare languages, cultures, and ways of 
being in the world

• Develop a worldview
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